
Procedure of 
Handling Suspected 
Plagiarism 
 
Visual representation of the procedure is based on  
Aalto University Code of Academic Integrity and Handling Violations Thereof  
published in into.aalto.fi 
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Teacher’s options after interpreting the Turnitin originality report are the following:  
a)  if there is no suspicion of plagiarism at all è evaluates the paper as normal (if the paper is failed, it is not failed due to plagiarism 

but other kind of shortages) 
b)  if a minor negligence or misunderstanding is found è asks the student an explanation. If the explanation is acceptable, teacher 

guides the student to do alterations before resubmitting the paper 
c)  if plagiarism is suspected, or student’s explanation of minor shortages is not acceptable è gives investigator a pdf file of the 

originality report and a written interpretation of it as an argument, and informs the student about investigating. 
 
Note: teacher can not handle a suspicion of plagiarism by lowering the grade. Nor can teacher fail the work due to plagiarism before 
the case has been passed to the investigator and "a misconduct has been verified by the dean or the university president or board”. 
 
Teacher can consult the investigator before making decisions. 
 


